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University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Department of Sociology 

Sociology 212: Elementary Statistics 

Fall 2017 

 

 

Professor:   David A. Cort 

Office Hours:   Tuesdays: 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Office:    Thompson Hall 838 

Phone:     413/545-1041 

E-mail:    dcort@soc.umass.edu 

 

TA:    Matthew Mendoza 

Office Hours:   Thursdays: 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Office:    Thompson Hall 804 

E-mail:    mwmendoza@soc.umass.edu 

 

Lecture Time:   Monday & Wednesday 4:00 PM – 5:15 PM 

Lecture Place:    Goodell Hall 608-TBL 

Lab Time 1:   Friday 11:15 AM – 12:05 PM (38924) 

Lab Time 2:   Friday 12:20 PM – 1:10 PM (38925) 

Lab Place:    Library Tower Room 1667 (All Labs) 

 

Course Description 

 

This course is a general introduction to statistics, with special emphasis placed on statistics used in the 

social sciences. In this course, you will learn a set of tools and techniques that will be useful in describing, 

organizing, and interpreting data. Many of you are probably scared stiff of this course, and are only in 

here because you have to be. Please be certain that in order to do well in this class, you don’t need to be a 

rocket scientist. You simply need to know how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide. In addition, you’ll 

need to know how to follow simple rules of logical deduction. However, be forewarned: you will fail this 

class if you do not attend all lectures, all lab sessions, and do not keep up with the assignments and 

reading material. In addition, the secret to cracking the “code” of this class is to understand that it is 

cumulative. Sections build upon what has been learned previously. Thus, if you do not keep up, you are 

done! 

 

Course Summary, Emphasis, & Objectives 

 

This course provides students an introduction to the basic statistical techniques used by social scientists. It 

will emphasize the interpretation of statistics as well as their calculation. These methods are important 

because they can help us understand social life and social organization. As such, we well place special 

emphasis on relationships between variables. For example, much of the discussion in this country about 

issues of taxation center around who pays for society’s services and how much they pay. As such, these 

issues are primarily concerned with the relationship between social class (i.e. working class, middle class, 

upper class) and people’s attitudes toward government spending. Statistical methods are useful in 

determining the relationship between these two variables.  

 

General Education Requirements 

 

This course meets the analytical reasoning (R2) general education requirement of the University of 

Massachusetts.  
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Course Materials 

 

Required Texts 

 

Salkind, Neil J. 2017. (S). Statistics for People Who (Think They) Hate Statistics, 6th Edition.  

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications  

 

Available at the Campus Bookstore (Online). 

 

Course Requirements  
 

In this course, you will have the possibility of earning 400 points. Your final grade will be determined by 

your performance on the following components of the course: 

 

2 Examinations (50% of the grade, or 200 points)  

 

There will be two (2) exams given in the course, with each being worth 25% of your final grade, or 100 

points each. The exams will consist of a few true/false questions and multiple-choice, but the majority of 

the questions will be short answer and problem set questions. Again, each exam will be worth 100 points. 

You are required to take the exams when they are scheduled. I do not give make-up exams for reasons 

other than those outlined in the official University policy (see here: 
http://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/policies-and-practices/class-absence-policy), so do not even ask. 

I will grant no exceptions. Specific dates are provided for the exams in the schedule below. 

 

8 Homework Assignments (25% of the grade, or 100 points)  

 

Eight (8) homework assignments are required for this course, each worth 12.5 points. Assignments are 

due at the beginning of class on Mondays, unless otherwise noted in the schedule below.  Assignments 

that are handed in after class has started, left in my mailbox or the TA’s mailbox, slipped under my door 

or the TA’s door, or e-mailed to me or the TA will not be accepted. I do not accept late assignments, 

unless the reason for the lateness is covered by university policy.  
 

5 Lab Assignments (25% of the grade, or 100 points)  

 

There are two requirements for lab. First, you must attend all five (5) lab sessions, with no unexcused 

absences permitted. You are only permitted one (1) excused absence. The only excused absences 

permitted are for documented sickness or death in the family. Attendance will be taken during the first 5 

minutes of class. You must be present and accounted for to receive credit for the lab. If you miss any labs 

with no excuse, Mr. Mendoza will deduct 5% from your lab grade for every unexcused absence. If you 

miss two or more labs with a documented absence, he will deduct 5% from your lab grade for every 

excused absence. Second, you must complete and turn in all five (5) of the lab assignments. Each lab 

assignment will be worth 20 points. You will have to print right from the lab classroom. Of course, this 

will involve using your UCard to print. Instructions about how to do this are found at the following site: 

http://www.oit.umass.edu/classrooms/printing/about.html 

 

You will be given the lab assignment (i.e. the lab guide) when the lab session starts. The assignment will 

be due at the beginning of class on the following Wednesday. No exceptions will be made to this rule.  

 

Note: I don’t offer extra credit under any circumstances. Please don’t ask. 

 

What I Expect of You 
 

 Come to class regularly.  Remember, I do not accept late assignments or schedule make 

up exams. 

http://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/policies-and-practices/class-absence-policy
http://www.oit.umass.edu/classrooms/printing/about.html
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 Do the reading.  Be prepared to discuss it thoughtfully in class and in labs.  I am a fan of 

moderate public humiliation as a means to ensure that reading assignments are 

completed.  Therefore, you may be randomly called upon at any time to reflect on the 

readings before your peers.   

 Turn assignments in during class on the day they are due.  As previously stated, I don't 

accept electronic versions or late assignments. 

 Turn off and put away your cell phone and any other new fangled invention during class. 

If I hear your phone ring during class, I will ask you to leave class immediately for the 

day. In fact, don’t even have a cell phone in your hands during class. 

 Take notes on paper, not on your computer. 

 If you need to catch up on your sleep, do so somewhere besides my class (preferably your 

bed). If I catch you sleeping, I will also ask you to leave class for the day. 

 If you are having trouble in the class, or do not understand something, please do not 

hesitate to talk to me about it during office hours. 
 

Extra Credit Policy 

 

I don’t give extra credit. Don’t even ask. Oh, I already said that. Well, I can say it twice if I want to. 

 

Moodle Course Page & UMass E-mail Usage 

 

You are expected to use your assigned UMass e-mail accounts. In addition, please become familiar with 

the Moodle page. I’ve placed substantial material there and I expect you to regularly keep up with what’s 

on the page. You are responsible for keeping up with the content.  

 

Academic Honesty/Dishonesty 

 

I expect all students to conduct themselves in a manner that becomes UMass students. That means that 

you do your own work. This applies to all portions of the class. If you engage in plagiarism, cheating, or 

other forms of academic dishonesty, you will receive a “0” for the portion of that assignment or exam. In 

addition, I will report the case to the University for investigation. Please don’t even try. I know the game. 

 

Grading Scale 

 

As you probably have already calculated, the scoring in this class is simple. All the portions of the course 

are worth a total of 400 points. At the end of the semester, I’ll simply total your earned points and divide 

by 400. That proportion/percentage will be your grade. I’ll use the following grade scale: 

 

100-95 = A 90-94 = A- 87-89 = B+ 85-86 = B 80-84 = B- 77-79 = C+ 

75-76 = C 70-74 = C- 67-69 = D+ 65-66 = D 0-64 = F  

 

Importantly, there will be no curving of grades. At the end of the semester, I will have no control 

over your grades. I will just compute a total. So your destiny is in your hands. 
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Course Schedule 
 

Statistics – Part I: Describing Data 

 

Course Introduction 

 

Week 0 

 

Wednesday, September 6th      Course Introduction 

Reading:     None 

 

Friday Lab, September 8th    No Lab Session 

 

Week 1 

 

Monday, September 11th           
Reading:      S, Chapter 1 
 
Wednesday, September 13th    
Reading:     S, Chapter 1  
 
Friday Lab, September 15th      
Reading:     Intro Lab Session 
 

Week 2 
   

Computing & Understanding Averages or Means 

 

Monday & Wednesday, September 18th & September 20th       

Reading:     S, Chapter 2  

Begin Homework #1 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session 2, September 22nd      

Reading:     S, Pgs. 34 - 42 & Lab Assignment Guide #1 

 

Week 3 

   

Understanding Variability 

 

Monday & Wednesday, September 25th & September 27th          

Reading:     S, Chapter 3 

Homework #1 Due This Monday 

Lab Assignment #1 Due This Wednesday 

Begin Homework #2 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session 3, September 29th       

Reading:     S, Pgs. 52 - 57 & Lab Assignment Guide #2 

 

Week 4 

 

Correlation & Association 

 

Monday & Wednesday, October 2nd & October 4th       

Reading:     S, Chapter 5 

Homework #2 Due This Monday 

Lab Assignment #2 Due This Wednesday 
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Begin Homework #3 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session 3, October 6th        

Reading:     S, Pgs. 95 - 98 & Lab Assignment Guide #3 

 

Week 5 
 

Exam Review 

 

Tuesday, October 10th      Exam Review 

Homework #3 Due This Monday 

Lab Assignment #3 Due This Wednesday 

 

Wednesday, October 11th       No Class 

 

Note: Turn in Lab Assignment #3 to Matt in his office 

 

Friday Lab Session, October 13th         No Lab 

      

Week 6 

 

Mid-Term Exam 

 

Monday, October 16th      Mid-Term Exam 

 

Wednesday, October 18th     No Class 

 

Friday Lab Session, October 20th         No Lab 

 

Statistics – Part II: Making Theoretical Inferences from Sample to Population 

 

Week 7 

 

Hypothesis Testing 

 

Monday & Wednesday, October 23rd & October 25th              

Reading:     S, Chapter 7 

Begin Homework #4 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session, October 27th         No Lab 

 

Week 8 

 

Probability 

 

Monday & Wednesday, October 30th & November 1st          

Reading:     S, Chapter 8 

Homework #4 Due This Monday 

Begin Homework #5 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session, November 3rd         No Lab 
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Statistics – Part II: Making Applied Inferences from Sample to Population 

 

Week 9 

 

Significance Tests  

 

Monday & Wednesday, November 6th & November 8th         

Reading:     S, Chapter 9 

Homework #5 Due This Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session, November 10th          No Lab 

 

Week 10 

 

T-Tests: Mean Differences Between Two Different Groups 

 

Monday & Wednesday, November 13th & November 15th     

Reading:     S, Chapters 11 

Begin Homework #6 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session, November 17th            

Reading:     S, Pgs. 220 - 226 & Lab Assignment Guide #4 

 

Week 11 

 

Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week 12 

 

T-Tests: Mean Differences Between Related Groups 

 

Monday & Wednesday, November 27th & November 29th            

Reading:     S, Chapter 12 

Homework #6 Due This Monday 

Lab Assignment #4 Due This Wednesday 

Begin Homework #7 On Monday 

 

Friday Lab Session, December 1st             

Reading:     S, Pgs. 235 - 239 & Lab Guide #5 

 

Week 13 

 

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) 

 

Monday & Wednesday, December 4th & December 6th             

Reading:     S, Chapter 13 

Homework #7 Due This Monday 

Lab Assignment #5 Due This Wednesday 

Begin Homework #8 On Monday 

 

Monday Lab, December 8th      ANOVA Lab Session     
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Week 14 

 

Final Exam Review 

 

Monday, December 11th       Exam Review 

Homework #8 Due This Monday 

 

Final Exam: TBA  

 

  


